Our Musicians

Our musicians do a valiant job weekly to grace our worship with
music. They make it seem quite effortless, but many hours go
into preparing. Two ukulele, one bass ukulele, one guitar and
one keyboard combine with the voices of our musicians to lead
us in song week after week in Hawaiian and English. So, our
thanks go to Karen, Weymouth, Shari, Russell, and Steve (along
with Jule in the shadows and Cheryl recording the music every
Sunday for our online service and for Akaku).

Mahalo Bobby!

After many years of service as the Junior Warden for Grace Episcopal, Bobby
decided to resign this past year. Many may not know what the Junior Warden
does and his responsibilities. The Junior Warden oversees upkeep for buildings
and grounds. When you are talking about 100-year-old buildings it is an
important position making sure that thing remain in good repair and functional.
Bobby's connections in the community were invaluable. For years he put his
pickup truck and trailer to good use to help haul food for the food bank and trash
to the landfill. So, we say, “Mahalo Bobby,” for a job well done.

Thank Offerings

Every Sunday at Grace we begin our service with a Thank Offering.
Ten months out of the year, this offering goes to local charities like
Pomaikai Hale, Hospice, the Molokai Cancer Fund, and the Special
Olympics. For the last seven years we have collected funds for
family farms in the developing world at Christmastime. For five of
those years, we raised enough money to purchase two of those
farms, at 715 each. This kind of gift to a family can make all the
difference. Tools, eggs, milk, and meat to sell and eat can help Family farm

bring a family out of poverty and into self-sufficiency. Help a family break the cycle of
hunger and poverty — for good.




New to Grace — introducing. . .

Karen and Darrell Crisp split their time between their
mainland home in Texas where their family resides and
Molokai. Molokai becomes their warm weather retreat
every three to six months. The Crisp’s have a condo at Ka
Nanai Kai and another owner suggested they visit Grace
Episcopal on a Sunday, and immediately felt welcomed and
comfortable. In Texas they attend a non-denominational
church and feel comfortable among Grace’s friendly

! congregation, spiritual mass services, and supportive of the
church’s community outreach of the food bank, thrift store,
; o & and courtyard home for artists and crafters on Fridays and
Saturdays. Karen a breast cancer survivor, is a writing a book focused on what she learned living through the
experience and hopes to publish the book this summer.

Kathy Robke moved to Molokai three years ago from New York with her
husband and settled in a house on west Molokai. Their first experience with
Grace Episcopal was when they were cleaning out the house of items left in
the home by the previous owner. A neighbor suggested they donate the
items to the Grace Episcopal thrift shop and met Father James Loughren
when he picked up the items. Later she met Father Lunn by attending
services. Life took an unexpected turn when her husband, Brent, passed.
Kathy says, “God was in charge” by coaxing her to volunteer at the thrift
store. It gave her a new purpose. She was at peace while keeping busy,
meeting new people, and laughing while sorting the volume of goods
appearing at the Thrift Store each week. Kathy says the phrase, “build it and
they will come,” has new meaning with the weekly goods donated and the
adults who purchase the store’s merchandise. She enjoys watching the children play in the Thrift Store’s
special children’s’ play room. Kathy describes herself as a Lutheran but feels comfortable among the
welcoming embrace of the Grace congregation.

Dana and Mitch Moore are part-time residents and
ironically, attend Portland, Oregon’s Grace Memorial
Church which is a church community of worship and
service. Moore’s were introduced to Grace Episcopal
church through the thrift store. They had bought a
furnished condo and learned they could donate items to
Grace Episcopal Church’s thrift shop. They met Father
Jim and learned more about the church. They learned
about Kamakana’s Episcopal outreach thrift store In
Kalamaula and met Jule Kamakana who Dana describes
as warm and friendly and encouraged them to volunteer
and attend Grace church. The couple enjoy Father Lunn’s
R sermons each week and the loving atmosphere
throughout the service. Moore’s enjoy how the church windows are kept open which creates an outdoor
welcoming atmosphere during the weekly service.




Thrift Store, Grace Saturday Market
and Grace Boutique

Fr. James Loughren and his team of volunteers have
done a remarkable job in “growing” the Thrift Store
and Saturday Market. We recently had 17 vendors
on site a few weeks ago. During this Thanksgiving -
Christmas season, the Grace Saturday Market has
hosted live music. To the right, the community choir
performing on a beautiful Saturday morning.

Fr. James manages our Hoolehua store. It isn’t often that you come back to manage something that you
founded eight years prior. Jule Kamakana runs the Grace Boutique from her store in Kalamaula. Certain items
sell better at her store. The proceeds from the two stores help support the ministry of Grace Episcopal Church
and provide needed household items and clothes for certain families in need — like following a fire or losing a
job.

Grace Food Pantry

Under the leadership of Mahina, Kanani, Regi and Father James,
along with church members and people from the community the
Grace Food Pantry serves over 60 families monthly. On the third
Thursday and Friday, the sanctuary is transformed into a smooth-
running food distribution area. The more volunteers we have, the
smoother it runs. The number of families needing help has double
since COVID started 3 years ago. Some of the food items comes
from the Maui County Food Bank, local stores donate item and
donations help Mahina and Kanani shop for additional items. We’ve
had several generous benefactors.

Our ministry at Grace is able to continue thanks to the hard work of many under the leadership of our Bishop’s
Warden, Jule Kamakana. She is a guiding force at Grace. We have dedicated officers in our Treasurer Michael
and Secretary Cheryl. Bishop’s Committee members Richard Davis, Glenn Kondo, Shari Lynn, Steve Walker
and Fr. James Loughren are all involved in their own quiet ways. Communion Assistants Michael Grinnell and
Sonia Kallstrom, prayers being led by Deb Davis, readers Mahina Kamakana- Juario and Michael, along with
Frs. James & John help us make sure we have meaningful worship each week.



Online and Public Access TV (Akaku 54) Worship
For almost three years now, we’ve made available a
version of our Sunday worship for those connected
through the internet and on our local Public Access
station 54. Our own Michael has played an important
role in this production. He reads the lessons and leads
the Psalm for our recordings. Along with this, he
remains of faithful treasurer and cashier at the Thrift
Store —working on Saturdays and both Friday and
Saturday when Fr. John is travelling.

Old Testament - Numbers 6:22-27 (NRSV)

The LoRD spoke to Moses, saying:
Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying,
Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You
shall say to them,
The LORD bless you and keep you;
the LORD make his face to shine
upon you, and be gracious to you;
the LORD lift up his countenance
upon you, and give you peace.
So they shall put my name on the
Israelites, and I will bless them.

Our musicians make their appearance through recordings,
done by Cheryl each week. We don’t know how many view
the service on Akaku 54, but we get between 5 and 30 visit
the service on the website gracechurchmolokai.com. Before
Fr. John leaves on his trips, he prerecords the services so
there won’t be a gap and no re-runs! Several of our kupuna
and mainland members stay connected via this virtual service.

Judith Johnson died in Sept, 2022 in her
home in Washington surrounded by
family at age 80 after fight cancer for 20
years. Her memorial service was at
Stella Lutheran Chapel, Long View, WA
and she was buried Bunker Hill, WA. She
is survived by husband Jack, daughters
Lucy and Susan. Her granddaughter
Amanda spent the final seven months
with her. She had many beloved
grandchildren and loved family being
together, violin, art, and her Pekingese.

There are all kinds of ways to volunteer in the Church. As little as a
few hours a week to many more, can be of help to the ongoing
functioning of Grace Church. Here are a few opportunities for you:
Thrift Store: volunteer a few hours on Tuesday to help sort, price
and stock the shelves. Friday and Saturday to receive donations.
Food Pantry: volunteer during pick-up and/or distribution times,
once a month either Thursday or Friday.
Altar Linens: wash and iron altar linens, help with changing altar
paraments when seasons change.
Small jobs and projects: we often have small jobs around the
church grounds that can use some extra hands.
Readers and other worship assistants: Every week we have
readers for the Lessons of the Day and other kinds of jobs.




